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Open ridge to allow views; encourage 
ground layer of Dogs mercury to 
dominate. Annual management required 
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Favour existing multi-stemmed Alder 
along pond edge. Thin out / fell clumps 
of poor Ash and Sycamore. 

Reinstate pathway and steps to join up with boardwalk. 
Use existing bricks on site to create front edge to 
steps. Retain and enhance native ground flora vegetation 
either side of steps favouring Primrose and Dogs 
mercury.

Felling of pond edge trees to open up views and 
improve light levels to pond. Retain Hawthorn. 
Felled timber to be turned into wood chip for 
pathway.

Post and rail fences demarcate 
‘restricted access‛ area of Switzerland 
to protect the flora and fauna (including 
the Badger sett) from disturbance.

Crownlift trees to remove branches 
encroaching over pathway.

Wood chip pathway reinforced with 
gravel boards on pond side.

Create a practical learning hub; 
an extension area to the 
Outdoor Classroom for pupils 
to have hands on learning and 
experiments - create bug 
hotels, habitat walls, log  
stacks and shelter             
building.

Thin trees and scrub along boundary to 
open up views into Meadow.

Area cleared of poor Sycamore; potential area to plant up with shrubs with nectar 
value or an area to encourage ground flora to establish (e.g. Primrose, Bluebell, 
Enchanter‛s nightshade, Dogs mercury, Foxgloves, Celandine, Selfheal and Bugle) .

Define pathway and create steps where necessary (steep sections) using 
lengths of logs.

Outdoor classroom; simple wooden 
construction with homemade benches 
and logs for seating.

Create a ‘stumpery‛ or habitat stacks 
for visual interest and wildlife benefits.

Use mature Lime as guide for 
path route so their impressive 
stature can be appreciated.

Position benches throughout 
Switzerland to allow ‘stop offs‛ 
and viewing points to be enjoyed.

Areas of marginal vegetation could be 
planted up in sections along the pond 
edge to stabilise bank edges and offer 
visual and wildlife interest. 

Tree surgery work required to Hybrid 
poplar and Horse chestnut. Some infill 
shrub planting may be required once this 
is complete to enclose gap created. Use 
Holly, Guelder rose, Spindle and 
Hawthorn.

Retain area of Willow and fallen tree in 
pond edge to preserve wildlife habitat 
and nesting sites of wildfowl.

Retain narrow section of pond edge Willow for 
wildlife habitat.

Marginal 
planting

5 Year Work Programme
Year 1:
• Carry out all tree surgery and tree removal to improve access, 
light levels and remove any hazardous trees and branches.
• Treat Mares tail with view to eradicate it from pond edge and 
southern boundary.
• Fence out areas to restrict access (to historic chamber and into 
west side of Switzerland).
• Construct boardwalk and jetty at the southern end of the pond.
• Construct bark chip path way along east side of the pond linking 
with the boardwalk and to the Outdoor Classroom in the southeast 
corner of Switzerland.
• Construct Outdoor Classroom in southeast corner with accompa-
nying homemade seating.
• Reinstate access along southern boundary, creating steps using 
existing bricks on site. Clear section of hedge leading from the lawn 
and ensure ditch is fenced out.
• Create path from northern access point leading to the pond; sure 
up path at steep sections with log steps and log edging.

Year 2:
• Treat any regrowth of Mares tail. 
• Clear pond of majority of fallen debris (leaving large log in-situ in 
southeast corner), and cut back Willow growing in water on eastern 
edge of pond. Cut from boat on the water but retain pond edge 
section for wildlife habitat and cover.
• Open up views from Outdoor Classroom into the meadow to the 
east by removing dead and decaying Elm and scrub.
• Build bug hotels and habitat wall in area north of Outdoor 
Classroom area; creating a practical learning hub.
• Create stumpery / log stacks along path leading down to pond 
from northern access point.
• Put in new seating at various locations in the wood; make the 
most of viewpoints and points of interest.
• Plant up two sections of marginal vegetation to the west of the 
jetty and on northern edge of pond. Appropriate plants are sedges, 
Meadowsweet, Yellow flag iris (may need controlling over time as 
can become invasive), Marsh marigold and Ragged Robin. 

Year 3:
• Transplant from dominant patches within Switzerland clumps of 
Dogs Mercury along southern boundary to increase its coverage. 
• Put up bird boxes and bat boxes.

Year 4:
• Plant up patches of nectar rich shrubs where gaps have been 
created by tree surgery and tree removal. Suitable shrubs include 
Guelder rose, Wayfaring, Privet, Hawthorn, Holly and Spindle. 

Year 5:
• Consider producing a Woodland Management Plan for Switzerland 
to plan for the sustainable future of preserving the woodland and 
it’s character, particularly in view of the overstorey Lime and Pine.
• Preserve the boardwalk and bark chip pathways – carry out 
repairs where required.
• Consider changing the Outdoor Classroom roof to a ‘green roof’.
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