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Our superb front cover design
this issue was produced

...to issue 10 of The Pinnacle showcasing outstanding A AElEA a2l
achievement by students across the Princethorpe St_F‘de“t _R_°Sle F°de_n_-
Foundation. s >for t

In the pages that follow we celebrate the sporting and

academic achievements of our all students from Sport

and Art to History and Photography. The Minnacie pages
are equally impressive with tremendous examples of the
high achievement of Crackley Hall pupils. Read all about g oo
the Foundation's fabulous forensics event, dazzling drama i) e i S v
performances, terrific tennis and much much more, e N iy T

We welcome new Lower Sixth members to The Pinnacle
editorial team (Hannah van Wyk, Beth Plant and Kate
Whitfield) to join our trusty Upper Sixth crew (Alice Varah,
Rhiannon Edwards, Jess Doyle and Chris Bond). & s — . by Lower Sixth Ast
Thank you to all of them for their continued hard work " AT quodiibet, bY Donaldson roughtly
each week. ‘ B student Da‘?: jittle of what You

Thank you to Emma Litterick for her photography
and press releases, Catriona Hardwick for
sending through material from Crackley Hall,

as well as continued support from Marketing
Manager Melanie Butler.

As usual The Pinnacle will be here to celebrate
outstanding work, so keep sending in articles
and news of success! We value every student’s
contribution. E-mail your work to: pinnacle@
princethorpe.co.uk
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Last term Princethorpe students visited the
Big Bang Fair at the NEC, a three day event to
promote Science and Technology. It was
a huge event supported by universities,
schools and industry and attracted
students from all over the country.

The headline attraction were the
presenters from the BBC’s popular show
Bang Goes The Theory.

“  Emma GilleSpie runn
~ through custard

On arrival we all assembled at the theatre to
see the show, it was very exciting, with lots of
bangs and experiments. All students really
enjoyed this experience.

The fair was then the attraction for the rest of
the day, with many activities to appeal to every
one. Year 7 student Katie Maclintyre enjoyed
collecting pompoms, visiting stands and was amazed
at the size of it, declaring it to be “massive!” Whilst
fellow Year 7 student Charlotte Ecclestone said, “I
really enjoyed the day, | learnt that fruit floats and that
chemistry can be fun.”

Students enjoyed

making peanut

butter, ice-cream

and running on

custard. For the

more scientific, they

participated in flying

penguins, finding

out about nuclear

energy, firing dry ice,

Charlotte Brown,
driving with blurre

Py, ¥

and how thermal Marcus Se}lars. -
imaging cameras work. The highlight for Year 7 eXperiencing driving
student William McGinlay was visiting the car stands, with cataracts.

especially Jaguar and Land Rover.

Year 7 student Eleanor Ramsay was very impressed
by the amount of things to do and all the experiments,
and Thomas Clayton has expressed an interest to
have more trips like this.

Talented endurance runner Anastasia Bessey is looking forward to her next
challenge having competed in her first half marathon and 10 mile road race
just weeks apart. The fifteen year old from Snitterfield has set up her own training
programme involving one long run each week of between 10-13 miles plus further speed
and conditioning sessions out on the road.

Annie competed in the infamous Cotswold Hilly 100 mile relay race in May undertaking the
first leg. Her 10 miles kicked off at 6am a time when most teenagers are still in bed. Just 81
minutes later and she handed over to the second runner.

On June 16th despite having been unwell with a stomach bug she ran and completed her
first half marathon. The Humph Hilly Half at Bourton-on-the-Water was a challenging
race with some quite breathtaking elevations but the steely Year 10 athlete finished in

1 hour 53 minutes, a highly commendable debut time.

When asked what makes her undertake these marathon feats of ends_.:rance she confesses,

‘| think | am becoming a bit obsessed. | like the feeling it gives you and | like seeing myself il
get faster. | ran the sport relief 10k in February and'l just kept going from there.’

Anastasia has other races planned for the year andwe Wwill eagerly keep an eye on her
progress.

SIRATION ANNE
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produced some fabulous illustrations
to accompany his Science work on
b : :
. the digestive system. Here they are.

~, Warning! Eating a cheese sandwich may
-~ _» never be the same again!
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During the Easter holidays last year |
went to Wolverhampton University on a
Smallpeice Trust course in Engineering

and Construction, after seeing an article
and link on The Flagpole. The four day
residential course attracted Year 9s from
many schools all over the country.

“Our team's dam
design pe!rotmed
water tmﬁl it
wrﬂwed”

Ovtside the Box

Last Spring, Michael Spelman, Tori Jones, Alistair Robinson and

| took part in the regional UKMT Team Maths Challenge Finals. |t

was held'at Rugby Hige'Scheol, and on arrival they gave-ts sone warmsup
duestiens. The guestions were designed not enly totest yvour mathematical
abillty sbutto make you think outside the be After this there wera fodr rounds,
the first Fetind™was a booklet of questions which we wergigiventannork on asa
group; we splitthis-ookistup.and worked on a question Individually, putting any
questions we waren't sureson In the Midale for ancther parson to have a go at.

The secongfreund was a cross number, whichwe haditeo work at in stib-teams;
we splifour groupinie boys vs, girls, Thisrednd was basically a cressword but
with mimbers, most ©f the guestions Tequired anathar answer tofreach the latest
ASWEr.

tearts andivare givehwa cardwith a guestion &nand the answer to thisiguastion

_g The third round was the head 1o haad round, we were agalm split into two sub
C O wellld bedne missing key to the next.

The fourth relindhwas thesrelay, which reguired ivo gUb teams with one gn the
otherside of the soomuThe subearsdeok itln wWrns to answer a question,the
questions reguiract a (ot of thought BUEwoL werewnder a lotef pressure as.it
- Was-a race o fimish. This raund was thedurniest te

| waich assyvenione foeked very stressed out and were
United Kingdom Mathengaﬂcs‘l"rust [runining around the room.

Together at the beginning we Cecided -
ouraimwas simply not 1o corme = ;
last andto enjoy ourselves Whichwe accomplished ave i
came11th cutef.the 14 teams, Atthesnd we foling
ourthatPrincethorpacoulcd-hold anevent similar for
it feeder primary schogls, Weal-think thiswaotld be a
fantastic ideal



Camps International is an organisation that provides youlg
PeoPle with educationdl expeditiohs 1 the develoPinﬂ
world which teach life sills and expand Minds outside

the classroom. Dupring the suMMer of 2012, 3 teaM of
twelty ddvelturous Prifcethorpids ad their two ledders
eMbarlied o Princethorpe’s Month long Cafmps International
expedition to Tanzania. ,

The team was made up of teachers Simon Robertson and Rosie HE‘:IS"E

ag school team leaders, alongside expedition leader Lucy Wallace and
students Maya Vohrah, Emily Ireland, Alex Hobley, Ellib’trBates,__Gecr’ge-
Hendry, Will Higgins, Ed Brotherton, Chris Wyburn-Powell, Isaac Marsden,
Katie Cockerill, Emily Crane, Caroline Haye, Emma Williams, Lucy Stanton,

Laura Powell, Chloe Eastabrook, Perry Chatwin, Hannah Little and Jack
Birchall.

Here Sixth Formers Emily Ireland and Maya Vohrah share their
awe-inspiring tales of adventure:
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RSAWORTA SCADDL YORKSAIKC

Every year the Society of Heads holds a Senior Prefects’
Conference. This year the three day conference was held
at Rishworth School in West Yorkshire and Megan Bailey
and | had the pleasure of being invited to attend.

The conference began on Tuesday 21st August and at 12.30,

after a three hour drive, we arrived. We were fairly nervous! We
shouldn’t have been, however; almost immediately we were
greeted by Claire Rhodes, the course director and given our
groups and rooms. We then headed out to find our rooms. | arrived
at mine to meet my roommate, Louis, the Deputy Head Boy at
Cokethorpe School in Oxfordshire.

After this we went downstairs to an introductory talk from various
staff and then into a practical session on team
building and leadership. We quickly bonded
as a team and found that we worked quite
well together, completing all tasks ably and
efficiently.

After several more lectures we went to the
courtyard and enjoyed a BBQ and relaxed for
a while. Not for too long though as at 8pm we
were back in the lecture hall! After a brief talk
on public speaking we were all sent away with
the task of writing a speech introducing new
Year7s 1o

WEQUICKLY

The next

morra e BINDED AS A TEAT
performed these to the rest of

the group and vrere given both AND I:UUND TnA‘[
positive and negative criticism

on our performance, as well U

as being asked to pick up on \/\{E \JURKED Q H[
the pros and cons of the other EL\_ -I- DLE ]- n[_: I:\;v
pairs. \,J -
Megan and | then each optad ([] ”F\_[ ”N[; AL\_
for a different activity in the next

section. She chose “Organising N
‘big’ events” and | chose ‘[AB KS AB \_\( A D
the session on “Counselling = ]
techniques and listening skills”. |: I:HUEN ]- \_\f
Working in pairs we were asked :

to complete a series of tasks
heavily relying on communication skills and trust.




Terrific Trampolining

After lunch, we did a task called ‘Make my day,’
where we were given 3 post-it notes, and on each of
them we had to write something nice about someone
we had met over the course, and then go and stick
it on them. It was really lovely to receive these from
people, as we had only known them for a day.

-

T

\J——J After this we had to chocse whether to goto a talk on

/’_J organising big events or counselling. To get the best out of

— _ __ thecourse Chris and | decided to split up, so he went to the

< counselling talk and | went to the big events talk. It was a really
interesting session in which we had to plan a pretend end of

C-\—C) year ball in groups. We had to work out costing and the running
of the event. | found this particularly interesting to find out ideas

; _7_ for cur own prom at the end of this year.

(SRR
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Later in the day, we had a wine tasting session. This was really
fun as it was a chance to relax with all the people we had met.
We had four different wines and different descriptions which we
had to match up. | was amazed to win one of rounds and won a
bag of Wine Gums.

After the wine tasting, we attended
atalk called The Idiots Guide to
Etiquette.” We were talked through the
proceedings of a formal dinner which
we were going to in the evening. Our
course leader, Andrew, explained who
our honoured guests were going to
be and also who would be doing the
toasts and the vote of thanks after the
dinner.

We had two hours in the evening to
relaex and get ready for the dinner. In
this time we spent some time in the
games room with some of the fliends
we had made. We then went off to get
ready!

Before the dinner, we had a champagne reception in the quad,
where we had lots of photos taken, everyone locked very smart
and it felt very grown up to be there!

The table plan was set out so that we were with completely
different people to who we had been in groups with in the
previous activities, which meant that we got another chance to Princethorpe College sprint star Patrick Mills took gold in the
meet new people. The food was lovely and it was a really fun 400 metre hurdles at the National Young Athletes League held at
evening. Manchester’s Sports City arena on September 3rd.

After the dinner, we all went back to the student bar where we
had more relaxation time. Then we all said goodnight after a
wonderful evening.

In the morning we had breakfast and then all went over to

the sports hall for our final activity. We were put back into cur

groups, and two of us had to go outside to collect clues from

around the school. Back inside, the rest of the team were told

that we were awaiting the arrival of the mayor of ‘Prefectsville.’

So we had to make a throne, crown, uniforms for the guards
and a gift with whatever matenals we

[; A'NED A \_m could find. It was a really fun game

which developed teamwork within the

TRU” m.j (:[]Uﬁﬁf’ ggcilurspé!lt was a brilliant way to end the
FAlﬂ .(U LAK\_T Finally, we collected our belongings,

said goodbye to the new friends we

\A{UKK'NE UN FUBU[ had made and left Yorkshire.
= = | gained a lot from this course,
SFEAK' N L ] AN D particularly working on public
= - - speaking, and developing confidence
D[ V[ LUF. NL (UN HD[ N(I with new people. | would definitely
recommend this course for next year's Fti e
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AL A LODKD UKEY

In Millet's Dedth of a Salesman’ is Willy Loman's dedth the death of a tragic

heto, of is his dedth Metely the pathetic

It can be araued that Wily Loman in Miller's Death of & Safesmar s not a
tragic hero as he doas not fulfil all of the traditional comventions put forward by
Aristotle in Postics. However, the essence of tragedy is Unchanged; Willy stil
has hamartia, there Is an element of peripeteia and a catharsis emerges. We
as an aucience feel pity and frustration as we watch external driving forces
such as his family situation and capitalism distorling and shaping Wik's
parception of reality. Miller's play Is a modern domestic tragedy and Willy is

a dramatic construct to represent man's universal cilemma of fragedy. Az a
character he creates pathos, but this 1sn't enough for us to simply label hirn
as a pathetic small rman. Surely It is Miller's wish for Us to engage with him on
acleeper, more tragic lzvel,

From the mament the curtain opens, the tragic
inevitability of Wily's fate s mirrored in the sat.
The "surmounding area shows an angry gow of
orangs" in stark conirast to the "blug light... on the
house!, This symbolises how winerable Wily is to
the "towerng angular shapes” that slienate and
oppress him. It also reveals the precarious nature of
Willy's aspirations as he pitifully fights for a place in
the ever-changing and merciless businass world.
As soon as Wily comes on stage his "exhaustion
is gpparent’, presenting him as a fallitle smal
rman, He is dog tired, an exhausted salesman,
nothing lke & classical trage protagenist, His
wife's "trepidation” and question; "you didn't
smash the car, did you?" in addition to har
raternal fussing: "Should | get yeu an aspirin?
1"l sootha vou" reflects the protagonist's
precarious mental state.

deMise of a small man?

Willy percelves no inconsistency in His statements, for example when
Linca and Wily are discussing Biff. At first Willy seems angry towards
Biff's cholces, exclaiming that, "BIff is a lazy bum!" But within seconds,
Willy totally changes his opinion. He praises Biff, stating that "there's one
thing about Biff - he's not lazy!" This type of linguistic inconsistency and
rapid change In disposition shows how pathetic Willy really 1s. His lepses
in memory also put hirm in physical danger; "l absolutely forgot Fwas
driving", despite Linda ominously saving "The mind is what counts dear”.
The image of the "Low-rman" is reiteratad through the bedroom banter of
his sohs who revedl that Willy's
behaviour "got so embarrassing
| sent him to Florida.”

Even his wife refers to him as

an "old dog" sstablishing for

the audience that this will be
nothing more than the demise of a
pathetic small town salesman who
can't guite keep it together,

ear 8 student Lily Blunsom Washbrook did some super work in her first year here at
rincethorpe last year. Here are some diary extracts she wrote for her History Castles Project for

which she received an outstanding grade. Excellent work Lily!
July 24441170
Dear D«-‘ar'y,

name & Anne. [ ame 16 yeqrs old and | Work at a

Joby 25th 11730
Dear D«‘arg,
Today | aceidently ttarted g “tmall’ fre in the fay

M
cfi‘/awberfmh for the Baron and fit wife of Kendlworth barn! Thant Goodness nobody knows Hiat it was me
Cattle. Today wad my birtlday mﬁ;@%—f what;  got  becavse of they did, then | would definitely be out

gou ad 4 preden H The mydfery i: who gave yov fo
we? The reaton ( don't know ot because | just found
you on wy pllow in Hie worning. | bave narrowed it

of Life, let alone g fjobl A7 way let's get fo Hiose
names there it Matron Dot
wouldn't fave remendered wy birthiday), Sue and

by, Hie Baron (but fie

down to 4 few peaple who knew when wy birthday was Bl To be fonedt ffwo”_(,cﬁ, tHhose people (all except

and covld _' et info iy clambers | Wll rell 4ou next
fime. Gof to g0 and clean e Swelly Baron s room
- now. Byel!!!

fn frc'?ued

the Baron) don't dave a penny or g winute fo
dpare, even though theg knew i was my
kr?f'ftdag- Hay o, another mydteryl |

Love jH!

Tho

vglitful

By Lily Bluntom Watlbroot (Now in YE)




If you ever held the tiniest thought about Science being all stuffy and dull with endless
facts, equations and specimen jars then think again! A terrible crime was committed on
the eve of June 13th at Princethorpe College. A body was found in one of the old porch
ways near the Science labs. The murderer had left several incriminating clues behind
so0 it was only a matter of time before Super Sleuths Junior 5 came to sort things out.

Equipped with their own Forensic |.D badges the group were quickly spilt into teams and given the
challenge of finding the clues and evaluating who could have been the villain, what was the motive
and how did the victim befall such a tetrible demise??

Princethorpe labs were ablaze with activity with eager forensic scientists dressed up in protective ,‘flr
hats, shoes, masks and headwear to prevent any contamination of the crime scenes whilst they i
checked facts and drew conclusions.

The super sleuths collected fingerprints, had a bash a some serious code cracking, examined fine ]
threads of hair and fabric under the miscroscope, collected and cast footprints, photographed the
evidence, interviewed suspects and used chromatography to get to the bottom of this heinous crime.

&

And the verdict? Well ask them for yourselves. Rumour has it, it was Mr Owen who committed the
crime and all for the princely sum of £10,000 following the theft of Miss Bishop'’s precious mini
donkey!

What a fabulous buzz this Forensics Morning created amongst our young learners. Thanks go to the
brilliant Sixth Form Biologists who assisted the teams and also to Miss Faye Roberts and Miss Kate
Renshaw for masterminding the whole Foundatlon event.

(Ml

)%= Crackley Hall Schoa!l
) % for joy following the

. Murray inthe USAQ
The eager quartet, wh

©X0Wmo

Thirty three pupils from Crackley Hall School

took part in the annual Leamington Spa Drama Festival follow in Murray’s footstep.

held on Saturday June 30th. Performers from Juniors 2- 5 | ucy Gribben are bothiKenilwa
enjoyed reciting and reading verse and prose before an ‘Age Champions with youl
invited adjudicator. ‘having recently won the

A total of seven first places were awarded to: Sebastian Dibb for 7 and determination have im

‘from Weston under Wetherl

H Vi U9, S Hardwick Vi d P Uz, Angel
LITIDIOUS ¥ efS® -2 ooy HANGWIGH Verse aic viose -, Ange Development Camps at Loughborough Unlver3|ty later this Autumn.

Hill Verse and Prose 9-11, Sam McKosker New Prepared Reading

U11, Lucy Gribben and Mairaed Kelly Verse for Two U9, Caitlin Parris Year 3 duo Bamney Holton and Madoc Williams have also had their
and Amy Gribben Verse for potential in the game recognised. As team members of Kenilworth’s mini

i squad they are on track to up their game whilst playlng 3rd team doubles
;‘gﬁoﬂ;'n\gg;hge;?nr;;gt:er and singles matches every month. .

: Crackley Hall Headmaster Mr Robert
S ealles e BEELE Duigan 3‘u/v\.'as full of praise for the %
Hall Firama teacher Mrs : . youngathletes’ achievem entsn.
Monigue Preston was thrilled

with the results.

In addition to these fine
results Crackley Hall received
the news that 44 out of the
75 candidates who recently
took examinations in LAMDA
(London Academy for Music
and Dramatic Arts) received (“I y
the top award of Distinction /8
for their efforts.

‘commitment pays off on the sp
field. To be County Sham
already at the age of eigk
formidable achnevementwhlch will
no doubt inspire rnany othersiif
the scheol to aspire to be thebest
they.can.”

lmme shows back row feft
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at Crackley
Take a look at these fabulous
examples of creative and
persuasive writing and art by school

Ih
boys and girls across the year ' iriﬂdboo_k, Mr
groups at Crackley Hall School by It he th g’;giied
last term: — it should e
the Minnacla!

Lukg OKelly Jg has drawn
Pencil drawing of Jon Fitt, PE
and Games Teacher for our
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Seven vear old Madoe - S idﬂ,é\ Sl gy, Wt apd -
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e j : My 40 ; hode
Williams in J3 has written 'Ltf‘.“ nop )7 { ATpltal e toped o
. . Wifess. o SSeot Som LA
an amazing piece of work PO wigpy L @A s - LYl ang
on 'An Exciting Day' . Supetb | 44, e ibal, g r‘gﬂ: ":’_:{ L 0 hoyi
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use of Inking words, @ wide | yashe fﬁ"j Lo cJeam
v WAL g iy oy
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vocabulary, and a fantastic
range of punctuation. Great |

worl Madoc! Teana #

® Descnke. fruresibe BL',W

;’d~_: JmJ L 9at LEg, | _# T )
D Jp s / s

William Robertson in J2 has
o created a wonderful island with
Used excel , has Sl amazing Qetail, tgking care over thg
fOJ’matiOni ent _ietter i igiea presentation qf his work to ensure it
B This 9 Write her . : is of high quality.
i J5 impresg; S mOSt_ He has also added flaps that lift
Grory |_n : week in V? for the first up to reveal alternative views of
ingredible s the island. What brilliant use of his
g ‘ | imagination and creative skills! Well

we can b done Will!
of un

s Leauabéoun&.g}m thok e mbebmgads&r%

_I Hhik _Qcaua,:‘s,mz hok ok gpod Lhing, hagpen.

Awmg;a]m%\ﬁ%we{koiwu&b f:e,.ihbk'm,ﬁﬂé b ok Lk,

. gyﬂmmmp&@gé,qmdh;.%”eism
aoarﬁmus..nmu-]wm\ B\a.tsu%eb}e wk.d,
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